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Part 1:  Establishment of Scholarship Program
In 1995 Dehcho First Nations Leadership established a scholarship program to support the development of our membership through education.  Education and the pursuit of knowledge play a fundamental role in helping DFN membership reach their academic goals.  By helping DFN membership fulfill their educational and vocational ambitions, we are helping to build stronger communities for our children.

Through the years, the Scholarship program has grown from $5,000 annually to $87,000 annually.  Scholarships are available for apprentices/trades people, college and university students
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Part 2:  Scholarship Descriptions
1. The Phoebe Nahanni Memorial Scholarship honors a Dehcho Dene Descendent working on achieving our Nation’s first doctorate.  The Phoebe Nahanni Memorial Scholarship provides one $12,000 multi-year scholarship to a Dehcho Dene descendant who is a mature student pursuing their doctorate (1st choice), masters (2nd choice) or undergraduate degree (3rd choice) in the Sciences.
For the purpose of exercising Dehcho treaty or Aboriginal rights,

· a person must be a Dene who has resided on, used or occupied land in the Dehcho Territory, or is a descendent of a Dene who resided on, used or occupied land in the Dehcho Territory prior to the signing of Treaty 11 on December 31, 1922 or

· a person must be a Dene who has resided on, used or occupied land claimed by the Hay River Reserve, or is a descendent of a Dene who resided on, used or occupied land claimed by the Hay River Reserve prior to the signing of Treaty 8 on July 25, 1899.

Phoebe was the daughter of Celine Bonnetrouge and Alfred Nahanni whose traditional land was located between Fort Providence, Fort Simpson and Nahanni Butte in the Dehcho Region of the Northwest Territories.

Phoebe had a traditional Dene upbringing and a strong relationship with her family.  Phoebe kept her culture and language alive by sharing these gifts with her children.  Phoebe provided her children with an opportunity to learn about First Nations and the issues that affect our people by taking them to assemblies with her.

Phoebe was a daughter, sister, wife, mother and friend; an advocate of Slavey language and Dene culture; an advocate for all First Nations people; an advocate in promoting Crown and First Nations relationships; instrumental in the formation of the Indian Brotherhood which is now the Dene Nation; an original signatory to the Dehcho Declaration; involved in five-minute Slavey language broadcasts on CBC television; a Land Use Plan fieldworker; a member of Liidlii Kue First Nation and a mature student pursuing her education.
2. The Mary Cazon Memorial Scholarship was established to honor a respected Elder who recognized that protection of our land is our highest priority as the land is what makes us Dene.  The Mary Cazon Memorial Scholarship provides a $2,000 scholarship for up to two DFN members pursuing their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Environmental Protection or Land Use Planning programs.

Mary was born in Fort Providence in 1939.  Her family and siblings lived at Redknife River on the Mackenzie in her younger years.  While growing up, Mary was taught to tan moose-hides, an activity that was assisted by all the women without hesitation.  She was also taught the medicinal use of plants.  She learned to use spruce gum, sap and bark, tamarack trees and red willow for various remedies.

By April 25th, 1955, Mary had met and married Gabriel Cazon in Fort Simpson.  Together they had ten children, of which five survived.  Mary remembered having three of their children in the bush with the help of her relatives.  One in particular, Michael, was born alone without assistance, in January, the coldest month of the year.  She recalls having to cut the cord of her healthy baby by herself.  She had to make a fire and get water by herself, as Gabe was still on the trap-line.  Back then, moss was used for diapers, and breastfeeding was the only option.

They lived at Trout River until the mid 1970’s when they moved to Fort Simpson, where Gabe worked and the children attended school.

To face adversities meant the people used to help one another without expecting to be paid, and there was no such thing as a Senior Citizen Home.  “In the older days, it wasn’t like that.”  Grandparents were taken care of by the young.  “Living in the bush was your life, so you to do it, even though it was hard.”

After the children became independent, Gabe and Mary moved to Notana Lake where they set up camp.  Mary continued to go back to their camp along with their grown children and their families.

Mary enjoyed tanning hides, the outdoors and sewing.  Her wish was to continue to share her knowledge and abilities, especially with the youth of today because she is concerned that not much is being done for them.  Mary believes that “this is why there are lots of kids lost between the non-Dene and Dene ways.”

Mary, as a mother and grandmother, has many accomplishments in her life.  Mary was looked upon for political advice by the Leadership of the Dehcho Region.  She spoke out at meetings and was a good communicator.  Mary will always be remembered for her knowledge of traditional living, and for passing her knowledge of the Dene way of life to the next generation.

3. The Mitch Landry (Corbeau) Memorial Scholarship was established to honor a respected Elder who believed in his people and was worried about the Land.  The Mitch Landry (Corbeau) Memorial Scholarship provides a $2,000 annual scholarship for up to two DFN members pursuing their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Environmental & Conservation/Land Use Planning programs.

Mitch was born on October 12, 1930 in Fort Providence to Marie (nee Landry) and Johnny Corbeau.  In his early childhood years, Mitch lived with his mother and uncles around Big Island area, until he was old enough to attend the Indian Residential School, where he stayed for about ten years.
Being in the mission school for many years and like many other children, Mitch learned the French and English language.  Not only did he learn a new language, but as a young boy, he learned a new culture in the early mission school life.

After Mitch got out of the mission, he looked after his widowed mother until she passed on.  Mitch also learned how to hunt and fish and spent a lot of time with his uncles.

Mitch eventually started working as a camp cook for different construction companies and Forestry for many years.

In 1997, Mitch was elected to the Fort Providence Dene Council and served as sub-chief for two years and as a councilor until he was appointed to the Fort Providence Elders Council in 2002.  Mitch also served on numerous Boards and Committees.  In his political career, Mitch was very vocal in what he believed in; his people.  He wanted a good future for the young people and often worried about what is going to happen to the Land.  Mitch opened many meetings with strong prayers.

Mitch made many friends, young and old.  He was very much loved by his many nephews and nieces.

4. The Albertine Rodh Memorial Scholarship was established to honor a respected Elder who recognized the importance of achieving a Grade 12 education.  The Albertine Rodh Memorial Scholarship provides a $2,000 annual scholarship for up to two DFN members pursuing their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Native Studies, Aboriginal Leadership or Political Science programs.

Albertine was born on February 8, 1931, in Fort Providence to Celine (nee Laviolette) and Joseph (Nenook) Lafferty.  Albertine was raised in a French speaking household, she learned to speak English at 14 years of age and later in life she learned to speak Slavey.  Her family lived in Fort Providence until she finished grade six.  Upon completion of school, her family traveled across the land, living a traditional life.  They lived for a time at Rabbit Skin, a traditional Dene camp on the Mackenzie River between Fort Simpson and Jean Marie River.

At 17, Albertine move to Fort Simpson to live with the Grey Nuns and other young ladies from surrounding communities, with whom she built life-long friendships.  While working in the hospital in Fort Simpson, Albertine was diagnosed with tuberculosis and was sent to Edmonton for treatment.  During her three year hospital recovery, Albertine pursued her dream of furthering her education and completed her grade eight education.  Due to lack of funding for Metis students, she was unable to complete her education.  With only a grade eight education, she set out to find work to support herself.  She soon found employment on a small farm as a caregiver/nanny in Viking AB where she met her future husband Herb Rodh, who was a hired farm hand from Maidstone SK.

In 1960 Albertine married Herb in Fort Simpson.  Prior to settling in Fort Simpson, they lived in Golden BC, Edmonton AB and Yellowknife NT.  They had five children:  Amy, Wayne, Joseph, Beatrice and Douglas.

Albertine met life head-on – she was determined to take control of her future, knowing that education would be the gateway to new beginnings.  With her husband away working at camps, while raising her five children and working a day job, she went back to night school to complete her Grade 12.  Receiving her diploma was one of the proudest moments in her life!
Albertine appreciated all cultures and truly embraced her own unique blend.  She was a proud Metis women who had a clear vision of securing an equal future for her children and other Metis people.  This would be her driving force for the years to follow.

Throughout her life, Albertine was dedicated and influential in a number of different organizations.  She became involved with the Metis Nation in the 1970’s, working as a board member and became President in the late 1970’s, serving on and off until 2000.

Albertine was also a founding member of the Native Women’s Association after working on the planning committee in 1976.  She remained active with the association for approximately 20 years.  Albertine served on many public boards including the Health Board and the Papal Visit Coordinating Board in 1984 and 1987.  She was also on the Student Leadership Committee,worked with the Dehcho Leadership Executive Committee and was a board member for the Metis Nation of the Northwest Territories.  Albertine was instrumental in setting up the Dehcho organization and was involved in the negotiations between the Dene, Metis and the Government of Canada in the 1990’s.  In recognition of her achievements and contributions, she was awarded the Metis Nation’s Order of the Shawl in 1994, the highest honour that can be bestowed upon a Metis woman.  In 2004, she received the Wise Woman Award for the Dehcho region.
In 2005, due to health issues, Albertine and her husband moved to Yellowknife.  A year later, she passed away on her 75th birthday.  With her passing, we lost a link to Metis history.  Fortunately, some of Albertine’s recollections of blood lines of close and distant relatives are documented in an interview with Sandra Dolan, the La Voix des Mechif II Series – Fort Providence Episode, Status of Metis Legacy through Biography and the Fort Providence Metis Council book – Since 1921:  The Relationship between Dehcho Metis and Canada.

Albertine was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, leader, mentor and friend.  She wore her heart on her sleeve and always had time for those who needed help.  Young people gravitated to her for shelter, support, acceptance and friendship.  Albertine loved to laugh and to pray; she cherished her family and treasured her friends.

The primary inspiration of this scholarship is to continue Albertine’s legacy and inspire the continued leadership in all aspects of life – personal and professional.
In addition to the Memorial Scholarships, the following general scholarships are available to DFN members:

5. The General Studies Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their education on a full-time basis.  The General Studies Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in General Studies related programs.

6. The Teacher Education Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their education on a full-time basis.  The Education Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Teacher Education related programs.
7. The Nursing Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their education on a full-time basis.  The Nursing Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Nursing related programs.

8. The Business Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their education on a full-time basis.  The Business Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Business related programs.

9. The Engineering Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their education on a full-time basis.  The Engineering Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Engineering related programs.

10. The Indigenous Arts Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their education on a full-time basis.  The Indigenous Arts Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Indigenous Arts related programs.

11. The Social Work Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue the education on a full-time basis.  The Social Work Scholarship provides members with a $2,000 annual scholarship to pursue their one year College certificate, two year College diploma or four year undergraduate degree in Social Work related programs.

12. The Short-Term Scholarship was established to encourage its membership to pursue their short-term education and training programs of 12-16 week duration.  Apprentices are encouraged to apply.  The Short-Term Scholarship provides five members with a $1,000 scholarship to complete their 12-16 week program.
Scholarship applications must be received by July 31st annually
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Part 3:  Scholarship Application Form

1. Name: _________________________________ Phone No. (_____) _________________
2. Email address:____________________________________________________________
3. Permanent Address:_______________________________________________________

4. Address while attending school:______________________________________________
5. Member Community: 



_____Acho Dene Koe 


_____Deh Gah Gotie Dene Band

_____Fort Simpson Metis Local 52


_____Jean Marie River First Nation

_____Ka’a’gee Tu First Nation


_____Katlodeeche First Nation


_____Liidlii Kue First Nation


_____Nahanni Butte Dene Band

_____Pehdzeh Ki First Nation


_____Sambaa K’e Dene Band


_____West Point First Nation
6. Dehcho Family History:

Parents: ________________________________________________________________

Grandparents: ____________________________________________________________


Grandparents: ____________________________________________________________


Great Grandparents: _______________________________________________________


Great Grandparents: _______________________________________________________

7. Languages Spoken:   _____English     
_____Slavey

8. Enrolled in a Slavey Language Class?  _____Yes     _____No

9. Mature Student?  _____Yes     _____No

10. Check scholarship you are applying for:


___ $12,000 Phoebe Nahanni Memorial Scholarship (multi-year) - Sciences

___ $2,000 Mary Cazon Memorial Scholarship – Environmental Protection/


Land Use Planning programs

___ $2,000 Mitch Corbeau Memorial Scholarship – Environmental & Conservation /


Land Use Planning programs


___ $2,000 Albertine Rodh Memorial Scholarship – Native Studies Aboriginal Leadership


& Political Science programs

___ $2,000 General Studies Scholarship 


___ $2,000 Teacher Education Scholarship


___ $2,000 Nursing Scholarship


___ $2,000 Business Scholarship 

___ $2,000 Engineering Scholarship


___ $2,000 Indigenous Arts Scholarship


___ $2,000 Social Work Scholarship


___ $1,000 Short-Term Scholarship

11. High school attended: __________________________   Year Graduated _______

12. Accepted at post secondary institute: ____________________________________

13. Program: ____________________________________ Year:  1st     2nd     3rd     4th 
14. Classes start: ____________________     Classes finish: ____________________
· I hereby certify that the information provided by me on this application form and in the accompanying documents are true, accurate and complete.
·  I understand and accept that this information will be used by the Dehcho First Nations Scholarship Committee for the purpose of selection, statistical analysis, and that DFN may wish to follow-up with successful applicants.
·  DFN agrees to keep information confidential.
·  If my application is successful, I authorize the publication of my name and will provide a recent graduation photograph for press release purposes.
· I understand that although I may apply for numerous DFN Scholarships, I will be eligible to receive only one scholarship per academic year. 
Signature:  _________________________________
Date: _____________________
Date received at DFN: _________________  Application:  Initial _____  Previous _____
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Part 4:  Checklist of Submission Requirements

Scholarship packages will be graded out of a possible 100 points.  Please ensure the following items are included in your scholarship package:
· Cover letter indicating:

· Type of scholarship you are applying for

· Field of study

· Level of academic achievement

· Fully completed DFN Scholarship Application Form (15 points total)

· Application form (5 points)
· Speaks Slavey or enrolled in Slavey language course (5 points)
· Mature student (5 points)

· Two Page Essay (60 points total) outlining:

· Permanent resident of Dehcho community (resides in region, left while attending post-secondary institute & returning to Dehcho upon completion of education program) (25 points)
· Academic goals & years to achieve goal (5 points)
· Academic accomplishments (5 points)
· Career Plan (5 points)
· Interests (5 points)
· Volunteer work (5 points)
· Community involvement (5 points)

· Financial need (5 points)
· Why you should receive a Dehcho First Nation scholarship (5 points)

· Copy of most recent transcripts (5 points)
· Acceptance letter from a college, university, trade, technical or business school (5 points)
· Letter of support from your Chief or an unrelated Elder (5 points)
· Or a copy of your status card (0 points)
· Letter of Support from your teacher or instructor (5 points)
Scholarship priority will be given to students who have not received a previous scholarship.  Five points will be deducted from possible 100 for each year a scholarship has been awarded.
Masters or Doctorate Applicants

· Registrar’s Letter indicating your enrollment as a full-time student

· Official Transcript “B” average must be maintained

· Letter of Reference from two Instructors and/or Professors

Submit your scholarship package to:

Scholarship Committee



Dehcho First Nations



PO Box 89

Fort Simpson NT   X0E 0N0



Fax:  1-867-695-2038

Scholarship deadline:
July 31st  annually
Scholarship packages accepted throughout the year for next deadline
Dehcho First Nations







Part 5:  Scholarship Committee
1. Selection Process

Scholarship priority will be given to students who have not received a previous scholarship from Dehcho First Nations or another agency.  The Scholarship Committee recognizes academic goals and achievements, career plans, contributions to ones community and financial need.  Special consideration is provided to those students who demonstrate their interest and respect for others by volunteering within their community/ academic institution/ field of study and possess leadership qualities.

Although students may apply for more than one DFN scholarship program, the Scholarship Committee will only award one scholarship per student.  The Scholarship Committee will review and prioritize applications and award scholarships to the eligible applicants on a first-come basis.

2. Scholarship Announcement

Scholarship awards are announced at the Fall Leadership Meeting with announcements faxed to all First Nations and Metis Locals.  The scholarship announcement identifies scholars and communities.  A Scholarship advertisement will be placed in the Dehcho Drum announcing scholarship recipients.

3. Scholarship Awards

$12,000 Multi-Year Scholarship
The scholarship recipient will be notified by mail on the procedures to access their award.  The scholars program will determine the annual scholarship award as follows:

· Undergraduate Scholarship $4,000/year for 3 years (should an applicant be in their 3rd or 4th year, the remaining $4,000/year will be held until the applicant enters their masters program with scholarship awards of $2,000 per semester).
· Masters Scholarship $6,000/year for 2 years

· Doctorate Scholarship $6,000/year for 2 years

The first installment will be awarded during the student’s first semester after proof of enrollment is received and a second installment will be awarded in the second semester after proof of continued enrollment is received.

$2,000 Annual Scholarships
All scholarship recipients will be notified by mail on the procedures to access their awards.  Annual scholarships will be awarded in two equal installments.  The first installment will be awarded during the student’s first semester after proof of enrollment is received and a second installment will be awarded in the second semester after proof of continued enrollment is received.

$1,000 Short-Term Scholarships
All scholarship recipients will be notified by mail on the procedures to access their awards.  Short-term scholarships will be awarded in one installment during the student’s short-term program after proof of enrollment is received

Scholarships awarded in one year may be deferred to the next year if circumstances beyond the students control prevent the student from attending school (letter required).

The Executive Committee will handle scholarship appeals.
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Part 5:  Scholar’s Duties
All Successful Scholarship Recipients
1. Provide Dehcho First Nations with a recent graduation photograph for press release purposes.
Masters or Doctorate Applicants

1. Provide Dehcho First Nations with an academic transcript of verified grade report at the end of each semester for which funds have been awarded.

2. Masters or Doctorate scholars are requested to do their thesis on a topic relevant to the Dehcho.

3. The scholar is expected but not mandated to contribute 10 or more hours to a First Nation organization.

4. The scholar will be given the opportunity of summer employment at any Dehcho First Nations agency for the year they receive funding, based on availability.  This will provide the scholar with income and frontline work experience, and will provide Dehcho First Nations with extra capacity.
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