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DEHCHO PROCESS NEGOTIATIONS

June 3 & 4,2009

Yellowknife, Bellanca Building

DAY ONE - June 3,2009

9:00 -12:00

1) Opening Prayer

2) Main Table Updates

a. Review of follow up items from May 12-13.09 main table session

b. ADK Overlap update

c. DCRMA - Possible update from DFN on DCRMA position

paper/MVRMA critique

3) Dehcho Process Communications Working Group

4) Work planning / Scheduling

Discussion on AIP Framework & identifying chapters for negotiation

13:00 -16:00

5) Community Taxation

6) Eligibility and Enrolment - Discussion with Gabrielle Scott re Tlicho

Registrar

7) AIP Review:

a. Eligibility and Enrolment

b. Ratification

DAY TWO - June 4,2009

9:00 -12:00

8) Education - Discussion with GNWT ECE officials

9) Dehcho Land Use Plan Update from Committee

9) Closing Prayer
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Dehcho Resource Management Authority and MVRMA: A Backgrounder Discussion Paper

The following discussion paper consolidates the various DFN position papers on the DCRMA,

and outlines a rationale for a DCRMA in the Dehcho territory, based on DFN's objectives in the

Dehcho Process and noted issues with the current regulatory regime.

DCRMA: Summary

A Dehcho Final Agreement will contain provisions for the creation ofa Dehcho Government.

The draft Dehcho Constitution outlines the proposed division ofjurisdiction between the Dehcho

Government and local governments, and includes provisions for a Dehcho Resource Management

Authority (DCRMA). The draft Dehcho Constitution states that DFN will explore "governing

lands and resources" under a DCRMA, however DFN discussions have clarified the DCRMA

authority as the "management and administration" of lands and resources, in recognition that true

legislative jurisdiction on Dehcho Ndehe would be retained by the Dehcho Government. DFN

propose that the Dehcho Government will have jurisdiction to enact legislation and regulations

concerning lands, waters, and resources including surface and subsurface lands, waters,

renewable and non-renewable resources on Dehcho Ndehe.

The DCRMA is proposed to be a quasi-judicial body, whose primary function is the regional

management and administration of surface and subsurface lands and resources throughout the

Dehcho Settlement Area, outside of community municipal boundaries.1 The DCRMA will be the
primary vehicle through which lands and resources legislation and regulations are managed and

administered in the Dehcho Settlement Area. The DCRMA will function at arms-length from the

Dehcho Government and the Government of Canada.

DFNArticle 8: 8.3.1

A board, to be called the Dehcho Resource Management Authority, shall be established, on the

effective date, by legislation, to plan and regulate the use ofland, resources, water and air, and

the deposit ofwaste throughout the Dehcho Settlement Area, except in Nahanni National Park

(Reserve), or other national parks. For greater certainty, the DCRMA shall have authority to

undertake land use planning, regulate lands and resources, and undertake environmental

assessment and environmental impact review in the Dehcho Settlement Area. National parks

shall bejointly administered by the Dehcho Government and Parks Canada as set out in

article .

A key function of the DCRMA will be the implementation ofthe Dehcho Land Use Plan. The

DCRMA will ensure that lands and resources activities within the Dehcho Settlement Area

conform to an approved Land Use Plan. The Final Agreement will result in amendments to the

Dehcho Land Use Plan, as necessary to ensure consistency with provisions of the Final

Agreement. Similarly, the Dehcho Government provisions, and Implementation Agreement

should be part of the Final Agreement, and not be negotiated in subsequent, piecemeal formats, as

per the Gwtch'in and Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreements. Final

Agreements that leave Self-Government provisions and Land Use Plans for later negotiations

1 Community municipal boundaries should be delineated and confirmed in a Final Agreement, and included
^^ in the Dehcho Land Use Plan. Should Dehcho communities choose to preserve the right to expand

( community boundaries over time, the Final Agreement will need to provide for these changes.
























































